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Rap, Hip Hop, and Popular Culture Album Reaction paper
When asked to write about Hip Hop or rap culture, what comes to mind is 2Pac Shakur, one who is touted as one of the greatest hip hop stars of all time according to many. Due to this hype therefore, I intend to delve into the works of 2Pac and know why he is considered one of the greatest stars and influencers of the hip hop culture (DeMathews & James 79). Before rather delving into the deeper issues of this article, it is important to have 2Pac’s history in slight tough though so that one can understand from where his musical career draws inspiration. 2Pac’s parents were members of the Black Panther and his mother was arrested while pregnant with Pac only to be released in a month’s time a head of Pac’s birth. His life was full of jail life and ridden with years of activism against white supremacy. He was jailed on countless times of criminal activities like rape, shootings and even of killings. 2 Pac was killed in 1996. 
2 Pac’s band was the Outlawz also known as the Tha Outlawz Immortalz which comprised of Komani, Napoleon, Young Noble, Kastro and E.D.I among others (Edgar et al. 646). The group was formed immediately after 2Pac’s release from prison in 1995 but included members from his past crew. 
It is common knowledge that 2 Pac had quite a number of songs and albums but my eyes are on All Eyez on Me. It is one hell of an album given that it talks of Pac’s life from prison especially about him hugging his Momma lyrics which many mothers might relate but not more than Afemi Shakur, Pac’s mother (Edgar et al. 657). In the album, there is also Dear Mama and also the relief that comes with being released from prison.
Needless to say, the genre of music that this album is all about is hip hop. Pac was among the new revolutionary figures in the hip hop industry in his generation the rap had fit seamlessly into hip hop and he was at the center of the music from the ghetto (gangster music). 
My initial impressions of the music were that it was hardcore rap music whose beats could not be married to the current pop music. However, the lyrics of course talk about the life after prison and ills of systems especially the government. Also, love for mothers is at the center stage of the album. I however thought that the album will be full of violence and hate spewed towards the so-called society elite.  
In the album, there are several themes. One of the central themes is racism where 2Pac wants black supremacy to be recognized. Also, Thompson (153) say violence is another theme of the album where 2 Pac and crew according to the lyrics are ready to sue violence to silence those who are maligning and attacking them. 
In the lyrics, 2 Pac talks about crime, hate and betrayal where it can be believed that from the friends that he had is where all the crime came emanated. About crime, Pac says “the criminal lifestyle, equipped with a bulletproof vest” whereas about betrayal he says “One nigga gettin’ jealousy and motherfuckers die” (DeMathews & James 79). Hence, crime and betrayal were among Pac’s favorite themes because of his contemporary life. 
In my opinion, this album was the best of pack and in some way made him the most sought after rapper and hip hop star of his time leading to even Suge Knight getting him to the Death Row Records. Hence, owing to his contemporary, rappers were synonymous with crime and drugs as well as violence. The system always looked after them and that is the reason why they were always against the system. Gunshots in the hood could not be done away with and I think it is the reason why 2 Pac was shot at on not a single occasion but countless times. 
I have to say that All Eyez on Me is one of the tracks that stand out because the track gives quite a view of who Pac was. Life in crime, girls and his strong love for his mother and an unstoppable appetite to prey on his enemies are revealed in the track. Hence, celebrity life in the 90’s was full of sagas like sentences, killings, and crime and that is what exactly Pac brings out in this album. 
Honestly speaking\, none of Pac’s songs has ever got into my thin skin and I think I enjoy all of them. Having an strong interest in the history of hip hop, I find Pac’s songs fascinating and I enjoy listening to all of them and even going through the lyrics. 
I think the comparison between the All Eyez on Me and other songs back then I find the album and the songs in it very interesting and very much in line with their contemporary. For instance, Thompson (159) when one talks of Eminem, Snoop and even Ja Rule, one has to pit Pac in this pack. Accorded of a chance of rating the songs and the album in general, I could give it 9/10 which means it is a near perfect album. My rating is based on music being able to speak of what is happening in the society and particularly the experiences of an artist and 2 Pac does excellently in revealing all these facets. 
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